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The 2024 Pan African City Exposition: “Building Equity and 
Sustainability for the Future” is a premiere platform that brings 
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around the world to exchange ideas, forge valuable partnerships 
in housing, human settlements, real estate development, 
sustainability and equity while showcasing the latest 
advancements. 
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Main  
Exposition Activities

 PRE-EXPO TUESDAY 
	 June 25  —  1  – 4 pm 
	 Registration Open + Committee 	  
	 Meetings	 		   
	 Bowie State University Building  
	 Bowie Campus

 Conference Daily Concurrent 		
	 Session Schedule 
	 CS 1 – 10:45 am — 12:15 pm
	 CS 2 – 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm
	 CS 3 – 3:45 pm — 5:15 pm 
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 June 26  —  6:00 pm 
	 UMD International 
	 Reception Riggs Alumni Center – 		
	 Buses will pick up guests at the Bowie 	
	 Campus at 5:15 pm

 Frontiers Media Research Prize Awards 
	 Presented at the Reception

	June 27  —  12:30 pm
	 Bilateral Government Meetings	
	 Between US government officials and  
	 South African 	 government officials, led 	
	 by MD DHCD Secretary 	Jake Day 

	June 28  —  9:15 am
	 NAHRO and the IHSP MOU Signing
	 Dr. Mokoena, Dr. Mbanga, Mr. 		
	 Ramashamole, Elizabeth Glenn, Steven 	
	 Molinari, and George Guy 

	June 28  —  2:00 pm  
	 Latin America + Caribbean Forum 
	 Keynote: Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali 	
	 – National Wildlife Federation 

HIGHLIGHTS

PLENARY + DINING
B. 20 - Student Center

LATIN AMERICA + CARIBBEAN FORUM
B. 20 - Beacon Room  

CONFERENCE DAILY CONCURRENT SESSION 
B. 18 -  Center Natural Sciences



Mrs. Elizabeth Glenn
Chair, US Africa Collaborative, Inc.
President, Bethel Empowerment  
& Wellness Center
Baltimore, MD, USA 
 
Ms. Odette Anderson
Director of Legal Services  
KwaZulu Natal Department  
of Human Settlements  
Durban, KZN, South Africa

Dr. David Abrahams
Associate Professor & Former  
Department Chair, Dept. of  
Management, Marketing &  
Public Administration  
Bowie State University
Bowie, Maryland USA

Mr. Brendan Boyce
University of Fort Hare 
East London, Eastern Cape, SA

Ms. Maria Day-Marshall, Esq.
Director, Colvin Institute of Real Estate  
Development School of Architecture  
Planning & Preservation  
University of Maryland
College Park, MD, USA

Ms. Irma Gorham
CEO, Housing Authority, Paterson NJ
Paterson, New Jersey, USA

Ms. Anthea Houston
CEO, Communicare, Inc.
President, National Association of  
Social Housing Organizations
Cape Town, South Africa

Mr. Ramsey Jay
CEO, San Paulo Housing Authority
San Paulo, California, USA

Professor Coleman Jordan
School of Architecture & Planning 
Morgan State University 
Baltimore, Maryland USA

Dr. Ernest Nene Khalema
Dean & Head of School, Built  
Environment & Development Studies
University of KwaZulu Natal
Durban, South Africa

Ms. Regina Mitchell
CEO, York Housing Authority 
York, Pennsylvania, USA

Dr. Sijekula Mbanga
Chair, Sustainable Human Settlements  
Department of Human Settlements
Nelson Mandela University 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa

Professor Motebang Lawrence 
  Ramashamole
Housing Association of East London
University of Fort Hare
East London, South Africa

Mr. Stacy Spann
Head, Housing Access and Affordability 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Adjunct Professor, University of Maryland 
College Park- School of Architecture  
Planning & Preservation  
Montgomery County, Maryland USA

Dr. Brian Wasserman
Department Chair, Construction  
Management
Minnesota State University – Mankato
Mankato, Minnesota USA 

+1 443.326.6713
usafricacollaborative.org

June 25, 2024

Dear Esteemed Participants,

On behalf of the US Africa Collaborative, I am honored to welcome you to the 2024 
Pan African City Exposition: Building Sustainability and Equity for the Future. 
This significant gathering brings together a diverse array of academics, professionals, 
practitioners, government officials, and nonprofit organizations from around the 
globe, all dedicated to addressing the critical issues facing the housing and human 
settlement sectors through the lens of sustainability and equity.

The challenges we face in these sectors are multifaceted and complex, spanning 
economic, social, and environmental dimensions. It is essential that we come together 
to share knowledge, exchange ideas, and develop innovative solutions that can be 
adapted and implemented in diverse contexts. By convening this remarkable assembly 
of experts and stakeholders, we have a unique opportunity to examine best practices, 
identify common challenges, and explore collaborative approaches to fostering 
sustainable and equitable human settlements.

The importance of maintaining and enriching international partnerships cannot be 
overstated. In an increasingly interconnected world, our collective efforts and shared 
experiences are vital in driving progress and creating lasting change. Together, we 
can transform our communities and contribute to a more welcoming, resilient, and 
sustainable planet.

The African proverb, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” 
perfectly encapsulates the spirit of this exposition. Our journey towards sustainability 
and equity is one that requires patience, perseverance, and, most importantly, 
collaboration. It is through our combined efforts that we can achieve meaningful and 
enduring outcomes.

Let us embrace this opportunity to “go together” and build a world that is not only 
more sustainable and equitable but also more inclusive and just for all its inhabitants. 
I look forward to the insightful discussions, innovative ideas, and fruitful collaborations 
that will emerge from this gathering. 

Thank you for your commitment to this vital cause and for being a part of this 
extraordinary event.

With sincerity and love,

Elizabeth S. Glenn
Elizabeth S. Glenn
Chair, US Africa Collaborative
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S O U T H  A F R I CA N  D E L E G AT I O N

GOVERNMENT SECTOR
 
Monica Glinzer 	
Director for International Relations In the 
National Department of Human Settlements

Dr. Tshepang Mosiea 	
Chief Director for Innovation for Inclusive 
Development, Department of Science and 
Innovation

Dr. Nana Mhlongo 	 	
Deputy Director-General: Research, Policy, 
Strategy and Planning
Department of Human Settlements

Lucy Bele 			 
Chief Financial Officer  
National Department of Human Settlements

Ephraim Phalafala	 	
Deputy Director Science Technologies, 
and Innovations for Human Settlements, 
Department of Science and Innovation

Odette Anderson	 	
Head of Legal Services KZN  
Department of Human Settlements

Dr. Malefetsane Mokoena	
General Manager Mangaung Metropolitan 
Municipality

Nokuthula Chakane	
Head of Department: Planning, Economic & 
Rural Development, and Human Settlements 
Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality

Ntombi Anna Nhlapo	
Member of the Mayoral Committee (MMC) 
Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality

ACADEMIC SECTOR 
NELSON MANDELA UNIVERSITY
*Prof. Sijekula Mbanga		   
Dr. Sibongangani Khonelihle  
	 Mngomezulu 	
Noxolo Ngema	 		
	

UNIVERSITY OF KWAZULU NATAL 
*Dr. Ernest Khalema  
Dr. Viloshin Govender			 
Prof. Claudia Loggia			 
Prof. Betty Clare Mubangizi		
	

UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG
*Dr. Khulekani Ntakana 
Prof. Thulisile Mphambukeli	
Retlametswe Rose Masilo			 
Omobolanle Kayode James		
Khodani Tshovhote			 
Nkosinathi Dube	 		   
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA
*Prof. Prudence Khumalo
Dr. Maijane Martha Mashamaite		
	

UNIVERSITY OF MPUMALANGA
*Dr. Themba Lukhele			 
Mcolisi Shongwe			 
	

UNIVERSITY OF FREE STATE 
*Dr. Sanele Brian Mbambo			 
John Mubangizi				  
Dane Phillip Buttner

*Head of University Delegation

WELCOME 

PRIVATE SECTOR
Dr. Steven Ngubeni 		
Chairperson Property Practitioners  
Regulatory Authority Board

Thato Ramaili	
Chief Executive Officer Property  
Practitioners Regulatory Authority Board

Dr. Rali Mampuele 		
President and Founder African Housing and 
Infrastructure Fund

Thabang Molefi 	 	
Council for Scientific and Industrial  
Research (CSIR), Smart Places 

Lawrence Ramashamole	
Housing Authority of East London		
		

LET’S COLLABORATE, INNOVATE, AND 

EXCHANGE SOLUTIONS FOR A BRIGHTER 

FUTURE WHERE EVERY COMMUNITY HAS 

ACCESS TO SAFE, AFFORDABLE, AND 

SUSTAINABLE HOUSING. 
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DAY ONE | WED. JUNE 26 
Plenary Chair: Dr. Ernest Khalema 
Dean & Head of School, Built Environment &  
Development Studies University of KwaZulu Natal  
Durban, South Africa   
 Opening Plenary 8:30 am – 10:30 am
 Concurrent Policy Sessions [AM/PM]
 International Reception/Awards  
	 6:00 pm University of Maryland Riggs Alumni  
	 Center Buses will leave from BSU at 5:15pm 

DAY TWO | THURS. JUNE 27
Plenary Chair: Maria Day Marshall, Esq.  
Director, Colvin Institute of Real Estate Development 
School of Architecture Planning & Preservation  
University of Maryland College Park, MD, USA 

 Plenary 8:30 am – 10:30 am
 Bilateral Government Meetings 
	 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm
 Concurrent Policy Sessions [AM/PM] 

DAY THREE | FRI. JUNE 28
Plenary Chair: Dr. Sijekula Mbanga 
Chair, Sustainable Human Settlements Department of  
Human Settlements  
Nelson Mandela University Port Elizabeth, South Africa 

 Plenary 8:30 am – 10:30 am 
 Latin American + Caribbean Forum 
	 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
 NAHRO and the IHSP MOU Signing 
 Concurrent Policy Sessions [AM/PM] 
 

DAY FOUR  | SAT.  JUNE 29 
Plenary Chair: Regina Stone-Mitchell 
CEO, York Housing Authority, York, Pennsylvania, USA 

 Closing Plenary 8:30 am – 10:30 am
 Development Tours 12:30 pm – 5:30 pm

A G E N D A  
Adrienne Todman 
Acting Secretary, US 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development
Washington, DC  USA

KE
YN

OT
E

Scott Ticknor 
Director of the Office of  
Environmental Quality in the  
Bureau of Oceans, Environment  
and Science, US State Department   
Maryland USA

KE
YN

OT
E

George Guy
President
National Association of  
Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials [NAHRO]
Washington, DC USA

KE
YN

OT
E

Mel Foote
President and Founder
Constituency for Africa
Washington, DC USA

KE
YN

OT
E

RALI MAMPEULE
Founder & CEO
South African Housing and 
Infrastructure Fund (SAHIF)
South Africa

SP
EA

KE
R

Dr. Gina Merritt
President
Northern Real Estate Urban 
Ventures
Baltimore, Maryland USA

KE
YN

OT
E

Elizabeth Scott Glenn – Chair, US Africa Collaborative, Maryland USA
Susan Lee – Maryland Secretary of State, Annapolis, Maryland USA
Monica Mitchell – Senior Vice President, Chief of Staff, Wells Fargo Foundation, Washington, DC USASP

EA
KE

RS
 

Delegate Jheanelle Wilkins – District 20 Montgomery County, Director of State and Local  
Government Affairs at The Leadership Conference, Annapolis Maryland USA
Odette Anderson – Head of Legal Services, KZN Department of Human Settlements, Durban, South Africa
Jonathan Daniels – Executive Director, Maryland Port Administration, Baltimore, Maryland USA 
 

SP
EA

KE
RS

 

Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali
Executive Vice President, 
National Advocacy Center
National Wildlife Federation
Reston, Virigina USA

KE
YN

OT
E

Zulema Dabian-Erasmus
Ambassador and Minister 
Plenipotentiary for Aruba 
Aruba, Embassy of the 
Netherlands

SP
EA

KE
R

Jacob R. “Jake” Day 
Secretary of Housing & 
Community Development  
State of Maryland

SP
EA

KE
R BILATERAL GOVERNMENT 

MEETINGS

Dr. Nana Mhlongo 
Deputy Director-General: 
Research, Policy, Strategy 
and Planning
National Department of  
Human Settlements,  
Republic of South Africa

SP
EA

KE
R
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County Councilwoman Wanika Fisher – Prince Georges County, Maryland USASPEAKER 



DAY ONE | WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26 

AG
EN

D
A

�A Conceptual Framework for Inclusive Participation in 
Communal Land Development: Feminism Perspective 
Dr. Themba Mfanafuthi Lukhele  – University of 
Mpumalanga

1222

�Fostering Urban Sustainability through Rural 
Integration: Perspectives on Migration, Resilience and 
Environmental Stewardship in rural South Africa 
Betty Claire Mubangizi – University of KwaZulu Natal, 
Durban, South Africa

1225

The Right to Housing and The Pan-African City: 		
Challenges of Inclusivity and Equity with Specific 	
Reference to Selected African Countries  
Professor John Mubangizi – University of the Free State, 
Bloemfontein, South Africa

1225

Housing Advocacy from the U.S. Perspective  
Jenna Hampton + Stephen Molinari 
National Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials, Washington, DC USA

1224

Net Zero Project: Affordable Housing in Historic Easton, MD 
USA
Don Bibb – Housing Authority of Talbot County

1220

We Want Green Too: Empowering Communities in 
Detroit, Michigan
Coleman Jordan – Morgan State University, Baltimore, 	
Maryland USA

1220

 
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM

How to Overcome Obstacles for Resilience in Life
and Housing
Angela Coleman – Angel Sisterhood, Baltimore,
Maryland, USA

1220

�Governing Inclusive Low-Income Housing in South 
African Metropolitan Areas: The Case of Mangaung 
Dr. Malefetsane Mokoena – Mangaung Metropolitan 	
Municipality, South Africa

1222

Empowering Communities: The Role of Housing 
Cooperatives in Alleviating the Urban Housing Crisis in 
South African Inner Cities
Zamikhaya Gotyi + Wilson Majee  
University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri USA

1222

The Impacts of Climate Change on Roads Infrastructure 
In the City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality: 
Empirical 	Evidence
Maijane Mashamaite + Corlia Alers + Eric Nealer

1224

Localization of Innovations and Technologies for Climate 
Change and Socio-Economic Resilience in a Pan African City
Dr. Sijekula Mbanga – Nelson Mandela University, Gqeberha, 
South Africa

1224

Understanding the Lived Experiences of Building and 	
Sustaining Generational Wealth Among Black Communities
Audia Robinson – Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh,
DeSylvia Investments, LLC, Federal Home Loan Bank of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania USA

1225

Co-designing a community-based disaster strategy in 
informal settlements. A Pilot study in KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa
Claudia Loggia + Viloshin Govender – University of Kwa Zulu 
Natal, Durban, KZN, South Africa

1223

Climate Change and disaster resilience: A case study of the 
April 22 Floods in Deelpan, North West Province - South Africa 
Retlametswe Masilo + Prof. Thulisile Mphambukeli  – 
University of Johanessburg, Johannesburg, Guateng, South Africa

1223

 
3:45 pm — 5:15 pm | Concurrent Session III PM

�ASPIREhomes: Truman Pratt Construction Institute
William Sarsfield – Aspire Homes, Baltimore, Maryland USA

1225

�Urban Public Space Development: Themes and Trends Over 10 
Years of Urban Planning Rhetoric
Khululekani Ntakana + Sijekula Mbanga + Tshepang Mosiea 
– Nelson Mandela University, South Africa

1224

Land Expropriation: A Necessary Step to Achieving Economic 
Inclusivity and Social Equity in South Africa
Professor Ntakana – University of Johannesburg, South Africa

1224

Construction Industry and Sustainability: The Impact of BIM 
Software on the UK Construction Industry
Daniel Waheed Oseni + Khululekani Ntakana + Tyrique 
Reddy + Khaled Alhasan  – University of Johannesburg, South 
Africa

1224

‘No Place Like Home’: The Plight of Low-to-Middle Income 
Earners in Accessing Housing Subsidies in New Brighton
Professor Sijekula Mbanga, PhD – Nelson Mandela University, 
South Africa

1222

Applying a Decolonization Paradigm to Planning Theory for 
Inclusion and Equity 
Dane Phillip Buttner + Verna Nel – University of the Free State, 
South Africa

1222

10:45 am — 12:15 pm | Concurrent Session I AM 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM 
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A G E N D A  
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM 

Production Platforms - Reconceiving the Public-Private 
Partnership
Brien O’Toole – Maryland Department of Housing and 	
Community Development

1224

Innovative Urban Engagement: Music Festivals as 
Catalysts 	for Community Empowerment in the African 
Diaspora
Oche Bridgeford – Harrisburg Housing Authority

1222

What Impact Had the Afobaka Dam on the Peaceful, 	
Sustainable and Resilient Settlements of the Maroon 	
People Living in the Villages of the Interior of Suriname?
Cherida Adamah deZiel – University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, Netherlands

1225

Inclusionary Housing in Baltimore City, MD: Yesterday, 
Today, and the Future
Claudia Wilson Randall – Community Development 
Network of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland USA

1220

Resilience: The Roles of Art in Community Development
Ariel Barbosa + Founder A Gente – UMBC Baltimore, 
Maryland USA

1223

 
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM

Property Practitioners Regulatory Authority
Board: Inclusion, Transformation, and Prospects for the 
Future. 
Dr. Steven Ngubeni + Ms. Thato Ramaili

1225

Navigating Homelessness: The Space of Trauma and 
Mental Health for the African Diaspora Amidst Racial 
Strife and the Rise of Nationalist Policies
Professor Coleman Jordan, PhD – Morgan State 
University Baltimore, Maryland USA

1224

The Anatomy of Baltimore’s Blight: Analysis of Policy 
and 	 Practice Creating a Pathway for Community 
Progress
Nneka Nnamdi + Maurissa Stone 

1221

Putting Community at the Center of the Community 
Development Engagement Process
Dr. Sheri Parks – National Center for Smart Growth, 
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland USA

1223

SMART Villages: Promoting Holistic Health Through Self-	
Health Assessment and Advocacy Within Traditional 
Community Settings
Dr. Gloria Ekpo – Health Kiosks for All

1220

SMART Villages: Increasing Access to Quality Health and 	
Wellness Through the Use of Innovative Self-Check Know-Your-
Health Numbers Health Screening Technology in Community 
Settings
Dr. Gloria Ekpo – Health Kiosks for All, Baltimore, Maryland USA

1220

The Political Economy of Sustainable Urban Housing
in Kenya. Unpacking the dynamics of informal
settlements upgrading in Kibera slum, Nairobi
Prudence Khumalo – University of South Africa, South Africa

1224

 
3:45 pm — 5:15 pm | Concurrent Session III PM

�Bethel Empowerment and Wellness Center: A Community-
Centric Engagement Model
Jules Dunham Howie  + Dr. Sheri Parks – Bethel Empowerment 
and Wellness Center, Baltimore Maryland USA

1222

�Urban Development Without Displacement: The Upton 
Community Case
Jules Dunham Howie + Dr. Al Gourrier – Upton 		
Planning Committee, Baltimore, Maryland USA

1222

Exploring the Factors of Enabling Environments for Business 
Investment Projects in Rural Communities: Stakeholders’ 
Perspectives
Mcolisi Austine Shongwe + Themba Mfanafuthi Lukhele  
+ Hlengiwe Patronella Zulu – University of Mpumalanga, 
Mbombela, South Africa

1224

Safeguarding Rural-Urban Linkages: Modelling Drivers of 
Peri-Urban Sprawl and Impacts on Provisioning Ecosystem 
Services  
Omobolanle Kayode James

1224

Navigating the Sandton’s Landscape: How Sustainable Design 
Enhances Livability
Omobolanle Kayode James – University of Johannesburg, South 
Africa

1224

Investing in Communities at the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Development
Kevin Baynes – Neighborhood Revitalization, Maryland 
Department of Housing and Community Development, Lanham, 
Maryland USA

1220

The Exploration of Spatial and Energy Planning in Addressing 
Complexities of Electricity Blackouts for Sustainable 
Development in Soweto, South Africa
Nkosinathi Dube + Thulisile Mphambukeli – University of 
Johannesburg, South Africa

1223

10:45 am — 12:15 pm | Concurrent Session I AM 

DAY TWO | THURSDAY, JUNE 27 

#PanAfricanExpo2024

usafricacollaborative.org
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DAY THREE | FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

��Interactive Racial Wealth Gap Simulation 
Fred Banuelos – Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh + 	
Tonya Mitchell-Westin - Housing Authority of the County 
of Warren

1222

�The Natural Dye Initiative
Dr. Sheri Parks – National Center for Smart Growth,  
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland USA

1225

�Trauma-Informed Planning for Immigrant Integration: 
Learning from Health-Related Disciplines
Nohely Alvarez + Dr. Clara Irazabal + Dr. Elizabeth 
Aparicio – University of Maryland, College Park

1225

�Interrogating Urban Planning Approaches for 
Sustainable and Integrated Human Settlements in 
African Cities
Sanele Mbambomokoena

1224

Synchronizing Smart Cities and Navigating Global 
Urbanization Challenges and Opportunities in South 
Africa
Khodani Tsiko Tshovhote + Thulisile Ncamsile 	  
Mphambukeli – University of Johannesburg, South Africa

1220

 
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Latin & Caribbean Forum

	 Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali
	 National Wildlife Federation, Washington DC USA
	 Capoeira Dancers - A Gente
	 Baltimore, Maryland USA 

 
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM

���Embracing Indigenous Wisdom for More Adapted and 
Resilient Communities
Lisa Baker – Integrating Indigenous and Modern Water 	
Supply Systems in Rural South Africa
Noxolo Ngema + Sijekula Mbanga + Adeleye Adeniran 	
+ Emmanuel Kabundu – Nelson Mandela University, 
South Africa

1225

��Sustainable Agriculture: Water and Soil Conservation 
with Renewable Energy-Powered Hydroponics” 
Ayanna Nahmias – Africa Vertical, Inc

1225

���Empowering Communities with Access to Nutrition and 	
Healthcare 
Dr. Henry Bell, Jr. – Karrington Clinical Laboratories, Ezra 	
Ross-Sanders – Karrington Clinical Laboratories, Mark 
Parks – Karrington Clinical Laboratories & Drop Companies, 
Jackie Greene – Drop Companies, Stephanie McGuire – Drop 
Companies, Washington, DC USA

1224

�The Transformative Potential of CDFIs in Addressing the Racial 
Wealth Gap to Foster Racial Equity and Economic Growth
Dr. Julian Wyatt – Urban Strategies, Inc., Los Angeles, CA

1222

��Low Income Housing Tax Credits: 101
Morgan Smith – Partner, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 
Washington, DC USA

1220

 
 

3:45 pm — 5:15 pm | Concurrent Session III PM

��Spatial Justice and The City - Returning Community 
Ownership and Governance of Black Wall Street
Jonathan Butler – Partner Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma USA
Angelique Kedeem – W. Haywood Burns Institute, Baltimore, 
Maryland USA
Gretchen Mudoga – Partner Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma USA

1224

�Housing Investment as Safeguards Against Economic 
Inequality
Eugene Jones – Housing Authority of the Virgin Islands 
Adelaide Steedley – Housing Authority of the City of Atlanta, 
Atlanta, Georgia USA

1222

�Economic Empowerment Through Affordable Housing 
Development
Dr. Gina Merritt  – Founder and CEO Northern Real Estate 	
Urban Ventures, Baltimore, Maryland USA

1222

�The Aura and Industry of Indigo: From Africa to America 
Kibibi Ajanku – Artist, Curator, Educator, Baltimore, Maryland 
USA

1220

Synchronizing Smart Cities and Navigating Global 
Urbanization Challenges and Opportunities in South Africa
Khodani Tsiko Tshovhote + Thulisile Ncamsile 	  
Mphambukeli – University of Johannesburg, South Africa

1225

10:45 am — 12:15 pm | Concurrent Session I AM 2:00 pm — 3:30 pm | Concurrent Session II PM 

AG
EN

D
A June 26 – 29 
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Bowie, Maryland, USA
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DAY FOUR | SATURDAY, JUNE 29 

10:45 am — 12:15 pm | Concurrent Session I AM 

A G E N D A  

��Geopolymer International Workshop – Locally 		
Sourced Alternative Building Materials
Tarek Maasarani  – CEO, Geopolymer International

1224

�Quality Infrastructure: Can Existing Coal Mining Towns be 
Made Smart? The Case of Emalahleni, South Africa.
Tinashe Magande  + Thulisile Mphambukeli – University of 
Johannesburg, South Africa

1222

�The Factors Influencing Waste Management for Economic 
Development - The Perspective of Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality Residents
Sibongangani Mngomezulu + Sijekula Mbanga + Adeleye 
Adeniran – Nelson  – University of Johanessburg, Johannesburg, 
Guateng, South Africa

1225

 
12:30 pm — 5:30 pm | TOURS

	 �Housing and Community Development Tour in 
Baltimore City 

	

9
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Plenary Chair: Dr. Ernest Khalema 
Dean & Head of School, Built Environment 
& Development Studies University of 
KwaZulu Natal  
Durban, South Africa 

Professor Ernest Nene Khalema (PhD) 
is the Dean and Head of the School of 

Built Environment & Development Studies (SoBEDS). Before joining 
UKZN, he was a Senior Research Specialist and was then promoted 
to Chief Research Scientist at the Human Sciences Research Council 
(2011-2015). Professor Khalema’s academic career began in Canada 
where he was an Assistant Professor of Social Work at the University 
of Calgary in Canada (2007-2011), a lecturer/senior lecturer in various 
Canadian universities and liberal arts colleges since 2001 (i.e. 
Athabasca University, University of Alberta, MacEwan University, and 
Concordia University College), just to name a few. Professor Khalema 
also served as an Adjunct Professor of Public Health from 2012 to 
2017 at the University of Alberta’s Centre for Health Promotion Studies 
(Canada), specializing in African migrant epidemiology, health equity 
for vulnerable populations, and chronic disease prevention.

Speaker: Susan C. Lee
Maryland Secretary of State, Annapolis, 
Maryland USA
 
Susan C. Lee was appointed as Maryland’s 
72nd Secretary of State on January 18, 2023 
by Governor Wes Moore. She previously 
served over 20 years in the Maryland Gen-

eral Assembly, having been elected to the Senate in 2014 and to the 
House of Delegates in 2002 representing District 16. Lee, an attorney, 
is the first Asian American to serve as Maryland’s Secretary of State, 
first Asian American elected to the Senate, and first Chinese American 
elected to the General Assembly. During her time in the General 
Assembly, Lee was a leader the cutting-edge issues of cyber security, 
innovation, identity theft, online fraud, consumer protection, pay 
equity, gun safety, and championed laws to fight domestic violence, 
sexual assault, human trafficking, child abuse, senior abuse, and hate 
crimes. Lee also led efforts to promote bioscience, nanobiotechnolo-
gy, telehealth, IT, and emerging technologies. Lee was the lead senate 
sponsor of the Maryland Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, True Freedom 
Act, and Anti-Exploitation Act and laws to ban ghost guns, require 
background checks on long gun sales, and to empower women, 
children, families, and all hardworking individuals.

Speaker: Monica Mitchell 
Senior Vice President, Chief of Staff, Wells Fargo 
Foundation, Washington, DC USA

Monica Mitchell is Senior Vice President and 
Chief of Staff for the Wells Fargo Foundation, one 
of the largest corporate foundations in the United 
States. In her role she leads the management of 

the Office of the President and strategic project management of cross-
functional initiatives of the Foundation.
	 Monica Mitchell has over 20 years’ experience in banking, community 
development, and philanthropy. Prior to serving as Chief of Staff, Monica 
led Wells Fargo’s national Youth and Young Adult portfolio under Financial 
Health Philanthropy and served as chair of ‘Where We Live’™, Wells Fargo’s 
$1.6 Billion lending and philanthropic commitment in Washington D.C. 
focused on supporting small business growth, financial health, and housing 
access and affordability.
	 Monica is intentional in her advocacy for community impact programs 
and policies that advance historically marginalized communities, drive 
economic growth, and provide educational equity and family stability. 
Monica is the school Founder and President of the Board of the all-girls 
Lillie May Carroll Jackson Middle School in Baltimore City. She also serves 
on the board of the Eddie and C. Sylvia Brown Family Foundation, one of the 
nation’s largest Black Family Foundations, whose goals include advancing 
racial equity across policy and philanthropy. She was a founding member 
of the United Way Emerging Leaders United Program to promote the 
professional development and community involvement of Maryland’s next 
generation of leaders. 

Keynote Speaker: Adrianne Todman
Acting Secretary, US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Washington, DC  USA 

Adrianne Todman is Acting Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). She was previously confirmed by the 
Senate to serve as the Deputy Secretary of 

HUD in June, 2021. As Deputy Secretary, she served as the second highest 
ranking official at HUD and executed both policy and operational priorities. 
This included providing guidance on department-wide initiatives to increase 
housing supply, improve disaster response and recovery efforts, steer 
climate and resiliency endeavors, and enhance customer access to HUD’s 
programs. Additionally, she oversaw HUD’s efforts to improve agency hiring 
and workforce engagement, and enhanced the agency’s risk assessments, 
IT investments and contracting protocols.

DAY ONE | WED. JUNE 26 | Opening Plenary
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	 Prior to joining HUD, she served as the CEO of the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) from 2017 to June 2021. 
During her tenure, she improved the association’s financial standing and 
business operations, created a member-centric culture, and advocated for 
funding and policies to preserve and develop affordable housing and help 
communities thrive.

Speaker: Elizabeth Scott Glenn 
Chair, US Africa Collaborative, Maryland USA

Mrs. Elizabeth Glenn is the Chair of the US Africa 
Collaborative. She retired from local government 
as the Deputy Director of the Baltimore County 
Department of Planning in 2016, overseeing 
housing and community development programs. 

She is a former member of the Board of Governors of the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) and was Chair of NAHRO’s 
Diversity Equity and Inclusion Advisory Committee from 2017 -2023.  She 
served on NAHRO’s International Research and Global Exchange Committee 
from 2007-2023 and received the International Award in 2017. In October 
2021, NAHRO awarded Ms. Glenn their most prestigious award, Outstanding 
Professional of the Year 2021. She has served on the US Delegation to Habitat 
II and Habitat III. She is also on the Board of Directors of Homes for America, 
Vice Chair of the Maryland Affordable Housing Trust, and is the President of 
the Bethel Empowerment and Wellness Center in Baltimore City. She served 
on the Operating Board of MedStar Franklin Square for 9 years and was the 
Chair of their Community Health committee for 5 years. 

DAY TWO | THURS. JUNE 27 | Opening Plenary
 

Plenary Chair: Maria Day Marshall, Esq.  
Director, Colvin Institute of Real Estate 
Development, School of Architecture Planning 
& Preservation, University of Maryland College 
Park, MD, USA

Ms. Maria Day-Marshall, Esq., joined the Real 
Estate Development Program at the University 

of Maryland in July 2017, and currently serves as its Director and as Clinical 
Associate Professor.  In February 2018, she added the directorship of the 
Colvin Institute of Real Estate Development to her responsibilities. As 
the Director of the Program, Day-Marshall provides programmatic and 
disciplinary leadership in the areas of curriculum development; faculty 
recruitment, guidance and evaluation; student recruitment and advising; 
and, course scheduling.  Previously, Day-Marshall served as a Lecturer for 
the Real Estate Development Program from 2008 until she joined it full-time 
as Director.

Prior to joining the University as Director, Day-Marshall worked for the 
District of Columbia Housing Finance Agency beginning in November 2009 
and served as the Interim Executive Director and General Counsel to the 
Agency. She was responsible for the overall supervision, coordination and 
management of the Agency and for all legal matters for the Agency. From 
2004 to 2009, Day-Marshall was a Senior Business Development Manager 

in Fannie Mae’s Community Lending Channel. She was responsible for 
business development, underwriting, legal documentation review, and 
transaction execution and closing related to two direct loan products 
that financed housing development and rehabilitation projects, and that 
were offered to governmental entities.
	 Day-Marshall has been involved in the municipal finance industry 
for over 30 years. Prior to joining Fannie Mae from 1982 to 1996, she 
served in financially and legally related positions in the District 
government. During her tenure, she served as Treasurer of the District of 
Columbia for five years preceded by terms as Deputy Treasurer and Debt 
Manager. As Treasurer, she was responsible for the issuance of $6 billion 
of debt for the District and other DC government issuers. Subsequently, 
Day-Marshall served as a financial consultant to the DC Water and Sewer 
Authority during its transition from a division within the Department 
of Public Works to an independent regional authority. She assisted in 
preparing the Authority for its first debt issuance.
	 Day-Marshall joined Columbia Equity Financial Corp., an 
independent financial advisory firm, in 1999 as Senior Vice President. 
While working at the firm, Day-Marshall was involved in an array of 
tax-exempt and taxable bond transactions, and served as financial 
advisor to a multitude of governmental entities including, among others, 
Municipalities, Transportation Authorities, Public Housing Authorities, 
Housing Finance Agencies and Redevelopment Authorities.
	 Day-Marshall has lectured extensively during her tenure with 
the District of Columbia government and subsequently about topics 
affecting the municipal finance industry. She is the recipient of two 
Distinguished Public Service Awards granted by two mayors of the 
District of Columbia, and a Certificate of Appreciation granted by a third 
mayor. The DC Council enacted a resolution in 1996 recognizing her 
contributions to the District of Columbia. She is a member of the District 
of Columbia Bar and other associations. Day-Marshall earned a Master of 
Laws in Taxation degree from Georgetown University Law Center, a Juris 
Doctorate degree from the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University 
of America, and her undergraduate degree in Economics from Fisk 
University.

Keynote Speaker: Scott Ticknor 
Director of the Office of Environmental Quality 
in the Bureau of Oceans, Environment and 
Science, US State Department, Maryland USA

Scott Ticknor joined as Director of the Office 
of Environmental Quality in the Bureau 
of Oceans, Environment and Science 

(OES) in September 2023. In this capacity, he oversees the U. S. State 
Department’s leadership in multilateral, trade-related, and waste/
pollution environmental diplomacy. Previously, he served as Deputy 
Principal Officer at the U.S. Consulate Mumbai, was on detail to the 
Corporate Council on Africa as Senior Advisor to the President, and 
held the position of Acting Special Representative for Commercial and 
Business Affairs (CBA) in the State Department’s Bureau of Economic 
and Business Affairs (EB). While in EB, he led the 25-person CBA Office 
in advocating on behalf of U.S. business interests abroad, promoting 
entrepreneurship and innovation, and protecting intellectual property 
rights.
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Plenary Chair: Dr. Sijekula Mbanga 
Chair, Sustainable Human Settlements Department 
of Human Settlements Nelson Mandela University 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa 

Prof Sijekula Mbanga is an Associate Professor, a 
programme leader for Human Settlements Studies, 
a member of the research group on environmental 

stewardship and sustainable livelihoods and the Chair for Sustainable Human 
Settlements at Nelson Mandela University.
	 He holds a Ph.D. in Public Administration, with his thesis focusing 
on integrated development planning, obtained from the previous Nelson 
Mandela Metropolitan University. Here he also completed his Masters’ 
degree in Administration (Cum Laude) with distinctions in Advanced Project 
Management, Advanced Public Policy Analysis and 100% pass in Integrated 
Development Planning modules. Councilman Wanika Fisher, Prince George 
County, Maryland

Speaker: Wanika Fisher 
County Councilwoman, Prince Georges County, 
Maryland USA

Wanika B. Fisher, Esq. was elected to her first 
term on the Prince George’s County Council in the 
November 2022 General Election and represents 
Councilmanic District 2.  She is the proud daughter 

of immigrant parents of Nigerian and South Asian descent and broke barriers 
as the first daughter of African immigrants to be elected from Prince George’s 
County in 2018. Wanika is also the first Asian American to ever serve on the 
Prince George’s County Council. She currently serves as the Prince George’s 
County Council Member of District 2. Wanika serves as the chair of Health, 
Human Services and Public Safety and the vice-chair of the General Assembly 
committee for the County Council. The Councilmanic District 2 covers the 
areas of Lewisdale, Adelphi, Langley Park, City of Hyattsville, Town of North 
Brentwood, Town of Brentwood, City of Mount Rainier, Chillum, Buck Lodge, 
Avondale, and Cool Spring. She has worked on county legislation around 
public safety, affordable housing, the environment, smart growth, minority 
businesses and more. Wanika previously served in the Maryland General 
Assembly from 2019 to 2022. She is a prominent private attorney with a focus 
on criminal defense. Wanika was the highest-ranking freshman in the House 
of Delegates, elected by other members of the freshman class to serve as the 
Assistant Majority Leader in the Maryland House of Delegates. She is the proud 
sponsor of the Right to Counsel legislation, giving Tenants-Access to Counsel 
in eviction proceedings. Wanika has championed bills on police reform, labor 
trafficking, environmental rights, and immigration reform. She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts, with honors, in Government and Politics & African American 
studies from the University of Maryland College Park. In addition, she earned 
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	 A career member of the Senior Foreign Service, Mr. Ticknor 
served as a Foreign Policy Advisor (POLAD) for the Commanding 
General of the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa in Djibouti, 
East Africa. He has also served as Deputy Director of the Office of 
Economic and Regional Affairs in the Africa Bureau and as Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Timor-Leste.
	 His other assignments have included Political-Economic Chief 
in Mumbai, India (2000-2004) and Cameroon, Political Chief in Ghana, 
Economic/Commercial Officer in Bangladesh and Nicaragua, and 
Consular Officer in Spain, as well as the Sri Lanka and India ESTH Desk 
in Washington.
	 Mr. Ticknor is the recipient of multiple Superior Honor awards 
and the 2017 POLAD of the Year award, and speaks French, Spanish and 
Portuguese. He received his Master of Arts degree from the University 
of Michigan and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the College of William 
and Mary. He is originally from Vienna, Virginia. 

Keynote Speaker: Jonathan Daniels 
Executive Director, Maryland Port  
Administration, Baltimore, Maryland USA 

The Port of Baltimore generates about 
20,000 direct jobs, with about 273,000 jobs 
overall in Maryland linked to Port activities. 

It is responsible for nearly $3.3 billion in personal wages and salaries, 
$2.6 billion in business revenue and nearly $400 million in state and 
local tax revenue annually.
	 At Port Everglades, Mr. Daniels led a $3 billion plan to expand 
business lines in containers, energy, and cruise activity. Port 
Everglades is the 13th busiest container port in the U.S., the busiest 
energy port in Florida and the third busiest cruise homeport in the 
world. It has an annual economic impact of $33 billion and supports 
about 216,000 statewide jobs. Under Mr. Daniels’ leadership, Port 
Everglades was a maritime industry stalwart in environmental 
compliance.
	 During his tenure at Port Everglades, Mr. Daniels was a member 
of the Board of Directors for Space Florida and was chair of the Florida 
Ports Council, representing Florida’s 15 public seaports. He also served 
on the American Association of Port Authorities Board of Directors 
and was that organization’s U.S. South Atlantic ports representative. 
Mr. Daniels served as a board member of Green Marine, a voluntary 
environmental certification program that guides the North American 
maritime industry towards environmental excellence. He was also a 
board member of the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, 
the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance, and an active member of the 
Alliance Partner Council.12
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her Juris Doctor from the Pennsylvania State University, Dickinson School of 
Law. She is a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Keynote Speaker: George Guy 
President, National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials [NAHRO], Washington, 
DC USA 

George Guy is the CEO and Executive Director of 
the Fort Wayne Housing Authority, or FWHA. With 
a career that spans over 25 years of identifying 

issues and developing solutions to improve the quality of life for families and 
communities of underserved communities.
	 Currently, George serves as president of the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO). In his role, he is responsible 
for carrying out the organization’s mission as the nation’s leading housing 
and community development association that inspires the creation of strong 
and sustainable communities. Before being elected, his NAHRO leadership 
roles have included senior vice president of NAHRO, president of the North 
Central Regional Council, president of Indiana NAHRO, vice chair of the Board 
of Ethics and Credentialing Trustees and the NAHRO Housing and Education 
Task Force.
	 With a commitment to elevating the affordable housing conversation 
throughout the country, he serves as chairman of the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Indianapolis Affordable Housing Advisory Council, Advisory Council 
Member of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago Advisory Council on 
Community and Economic Development, and he is a board member of the 
Moving to Work (MTW) Collaborative. “I try to lead with compassion and 
authenticity, and I try to stay consistent with that.” 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Gina Merritt
President, Northern Real Estate Urban Ventures
Baltimore, Maryland USA

Dr. Merritt has exceptionally high standards for 
herself. She has had to overcome significant 
personal challenges as a young person losing her 
mother at the age of 13 and having a father who 

had substance abuse challenges.  These obstacles created a drive in her that 
created her distinct level of ambition and high ideals.  Dr. Merritt made her 
way to a top undergraduate school and graduate school whilst working on 
Wall Street in between in a role of significant responsibility. 
	 When presented with the opportunity to go back to Wall Street–she 
instead chose another very difficult path for a woman of color: commercial 
real estate.  Dr. Merritt’s career in real estate has spanned 20 years. She has 
demonstrated success by working with some of the most prominent real 
estate developers in the country who choose to work with a Black female 
developer–not because she is a black female but because she is a technical 
expert in her field. 
	 Dr. Merritt’s expertise is constantly challenged as she operates in 
an industry that is mostly male and mostly white. These challenges to 
her integrity and her expertise do not intimidate her - she continues to 
demonstrate through her passion and technical expertise that black women 
can lead in real estate and in business. Dr. Merritt has won numerous awards 
in real estate and business, which also illuminates her determination to be 
successful and the recognition of this success by industry leaders.

Keynote Speaker:  
Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali 
Executive Vice President,  National Advocacy 
Center, National Wildlife Federation, Reston, 
Virgina USA

A renowned thought leader, international 
speaker, policy maker, community liaison, trainer, and facilitator, Dr. 
Mustafa Santiago Ali serves as the Executive Vice President for the 
National Wildlife Federation. He is also the founder of Revitalization 
Strategies, a business focused on moving our most vulnerable 
communities from “surviving to thriving.”
	 Before joining the National Wildlife Federation, Mustafa was the 
senior vice president for the Hip Hop Caucus, a national non-profit and 
non-partisan organization that connects the hip-hop community to the 
civic process to build power and create positive change. In his role, he led 
the strategic direction, expansion, and operation of the Hip Hop Caucus’ 
portfolio on climate, environmental justice, and community revitalization.
	 Prior to joining the Hip Hop Caucus, Mustafa worked for 24 years 
at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). He began working 
on social justice issues at the age of 16 and joined the EPA as a student, 
becoming a founding member of the EPA’s Office of Environmental Justice 
(OEJ). He most recently served as senior advisor for environmental justice 
and community revitalization and assistant associate administrator, 
working to elevate environmental justice issues and strengthening 
environmental justice policies, programs, and initiatives. Mustafa worked 
for EPA administrators beginning with William Riley and ending with Scott 
Pruitt.
	 Mustafa uses a holistic approach to revitalizing vulnerable 
communities, and has worked with more than 500 domestic and 
international communities to secure environmental, health, and economic 
justice. Throughout his career, Mustafa has conducted more than 1,000 
presentations across the country, including speeches, training, and guest 
lectures at over 100 colleges and universities. He is a former instructor at 
West Virginia University and Stanford University. 
	 Mustafa currently serves as a board member for Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, Union of Concerned Scientists, Rodenberry 
Foundation, TREE, and Climate Hawks Vote. He is frequently seen on 
television, including appearances on MSNBC, CNN, VICE, BET, Full Frontal 
with Samantha Bee, and Democracy NOW! Mustafa is also a regular guest 
on WURD radio, Roland Martin Unfiltered, The Dean Obeidallah Show, 
and many others, and is the former co-host of the live radio show and 
podcast Think 100%: The Coolest Show on Climate Change with Grammy-
nominated singer and actress Antonique Smith and civil rights icon Rev 
Lennox Yearwood.
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Plenary Chair:  
Regina Stone-Mitchell 
CEO, York Housing Authority, York, 
Pennsylvania, USA

Regina S. Mitchell, known to all simply as 
Regina, is the current Executive Director 
of the York Housing Authority (“YHA”). She 

has demonstrated sincere interest and has the broad expertise of over 
25 years in the housing field, with sixteen years in various roles of 
executive management.
	 Currently, YHA has in its portfolio 1069 Pubic Housing Units, 
including Turnkey properties. It also administers 1,722 Section 8 
vouchers for multiple programs. YHA manages three Tax Credit 
developments, including Homes at Thackston Park I. Regina and her 
YHA team have been charged with planning, organizing, directing and 
coordinating all phases of the Housing Authority Programs.
	 In May 2017, Regina became the President of the Middle 
Atlantic Regional Council (“MARC”) fulfilling the term of the outgoing 
president. She was previously appointed, in October 2015, as Vice 
President of the Housing Committee of the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO), while serving 
simultaneously on the Steering Committee of the Board of Governors. 
Regina also served three years as the State President for the 
Maryland Chapter and former Chair of NAHRO’s Small Agency Task 
Force.
	 Regina and her YHA team, working along with its affiliate, 
Creating Opportunities in Neighborhood Environments (“CONE”), a 
York community housing nonprofit, have a passion for developing, 
maintaining and revitalizing affordable housing for York County 
families. Construction is now under way for 50 units of affordable 
Tax Credit housing at the Homes at the Thackston Park 2 project in 
York City. New projects and strategies are continually envisioned by 
Regina to increase the much-needed supply of affordable housing.

Keynote Speaker: Mel P. Foote 
President and Founder, Constituency for 
Africa, Washington, DC USA 

Melvin P. Foote has worked on African 
issues for more than 40 years!  He is 
well known across Africa, and is highly 
respected by opinion-makers and 

decision-makers in Washington, D.C. for his work with Africa over 
many decades. 

	 Mr. Foote is the Founder and President of the Constituency for Africa, 
(CFA), a 32-years old Washington, D.C. based not-for-profit organization that 
advocates for Africa in the United States and throughout the Diaspora.  The 
mission of CFA is to educate the public about Africa and African development 
issues, and help to shape U.S. policies towards Africa.  Mr. Foote also is the 
founder of the African American Unity Caucus (AAUC), which was established 
in 2002.  The AAUC is a network of African-Americans, African immigrants, 
and others of African descent, who are leaders of Africa-focused organization 
or who are leaders in mainstream organizations with interest in Africa.  The 
AAUC promotes Pan African cooperation, and works to directly link with the 
African Union as part of the AU’s Sixth Region.
	 Mr. Foote also operates a private consulting practice, Africa Advisory 
Services, LLC, which works with clients to support a range of business 
initiatives in Africa, and helps African clients to address issues in the United 
States.
	 Mr. Foote has worked and traveled extensively in more than 40 African 
countries.  To begin his career, from 1973-76, he went to Eritrea and Ethiopia 
as  
a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer and teacher.  From 1981-84, he served as the 
Country Director for Africare, a relief and development organization, in 
Somalia, where he designed and managed a range of projects and programs 
that addressed the needs of refugees from neighboring Ethiopia, and rural 
development projects in Somalia.
	 After three years in Somalia, in 1984 Mr. Foote was reassigned by 
Africare to the Washington headquarters as the Director of Development 
Education and Constituency Development, and to lead a new Africare 
initiative to educate Americans about Africa and about the work that Africare 
has done to provide development assistance across the continent.  It was 
this work that led to the founding of the Constituency for Africa (CFA), as an 
independent organization 501-C3 organization in 1994.
	 Mr. Foote has participated in numerous high-level missions to Africa, 
including in 1994 as a participant on a White House delegation to assess 
the impact of the genocide in Rwanda; in 1998 as a member of a White 
House mission to five African countries to promote U.S. trade with Africa 
and the new African Growth and Opportunity Act; in 2001 as the leader of a 
mission to reach a comprehensive peace agreement in Sudan; in 2003 as 
the leader of a delegation to South Africa, to assess the New Partnership for 
African Development (NEPAD), a continental  initiative to promote economic 
integration and development; to Ethiopia and Eritrea in 2010, as a member of 
a high profiled delegation of former U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers that sought 
an end to the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea; and also in 2010, to Senegal 
and Gambia to promote President Barack Obama’s Young African Leaders 
Initiative, an initiative that Mr. Foote had proposed to President Obama 
following his election in 2008.
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OUR MEMBERS & PARTNERS 
Our members represent a wide network of 
professionals from a variety of sectors in the 
housing and human settlements industry. 

 	Bowie State University 
	 Bowie, Maryland USA 
 �	�Colvin Institute of Real Estate 

Development 
College Park Maryland USA 

 	Communicare, Inc.,   
	 Cape Town, Western Cape, South Africa
 	Fresno Housing Authority 
	 Fresno, California USA
 	�Institute of Human Settlements 

Practitioners-SA 
East London, Eastern Cape, South Africa

 �	KZN Department of Human Settlements 	
	 Durban, KwaZulu Natal, South Africa

 ��	Mangosuthu University of Technology 
	 Durban, KwaZulu Natal, South Africa

usafricacollaborative.org

Speaker: Rali Mampeule 
CEO and Founder, African Housing and 
Infrastructure Fund (AHIF), South Africa 

Ralebala (Rali) Matome Mampeule) is a South 
African entrepreneur and philanthropist. He 
is the founder of the African Housing and 
Infrastructure Fund (AHIF) and the founding 

donor of the Global Surgery Foundation (GSF). Rali Mampeule is the 
first Black South African to own a Real Estate agency in South Africa.  
Additionally, he is also a member of Forbes Real Estate Council.
	 Rali Mampeule founded South African Housing and Infrastructure 
Fund in 2019 to assist the South African government in addressing the 
country’s housing deficit, the fund is currently valued at $1 Billion and has 

sat at the Real Estate Industry Regulator the Estate Agents Affairs Board 
(EAAB). In 2019, Mampeule became the first South African to join the 
Forbes Real Estate Council. He was appointed chairman of the University 
of Johannesburg Research Center (SMaCT) in April 2022.
	 In 2019 Mampeule was awarded the Socio-Economic Impact Award 
by (SAIBPP). In 2023 was recognized as a [Business Leader] in the Top 
100 Property Leaders by the South African Institute of Black Property 
Practitioners (SAIBPP) then in the same year he was also awarded BBQ 
South African Community Builder of the Year Award. Rali Mampeule is 
known for contributing to the transformation and empowerment within 
the real estate industry in South Africa through innovative initiatives 
including introduction of earthquake resilient 3D-printed concrete homes 
when he partnered with the University of Johannesburg to build the first 
3D concrete printed house in South Africa in 2023.

OUR VISION
The mission of the US Africa Collaborative, Inc. is to be a catalyst that brings together housing and human settlement 
professionals including educators, policymakers, developers, advocates, students, and financial and philanthropic 
institutions, from the US and the African Diaspora to collectively work together to address the need to create safe 
and tenure secure, healthy, sustainable, and resilient human settlements in the context of the global housing crisis, 
climate change and intensified urbanization in a culturally competent and inclusive manner.

VALUES
Our organization’s values are based on Compassion, Empathy, Transparency, Equity, and Inclusivity.

 ��	Maryland Department of Housing and 	
	 Community Development 
	 Lanham, Maryland USA

 �	Maryland Sister State Program  
	 Annapolis, Maryland USA

 	MD/KZN Sister State Committee 	
	 Annapolis, Maryland USA
 	Minnesota State University-Mankato
	 Mankato, Minnesota USA
 	Morgan State University 
	 Baltimore, Maryland USA
 	NAHRO International Research and  
	 Global Exchange 
	 Washington, DC USA
 	National Association of Social Housing 	
	 Organizations Cape Town 
	 Eastern Cape, South Africa  
 	National Equitable Development Initiative
	 Washington, DC USA
 	Nelson Mandela University
	 Gqeberha, Eastern Cape, South Africa

 	Housing Authority of York,  
	 York, Pennsylvania USA
 	Housing Association of East London
	 East London, South Africa
 	Howard University 
	 Washington, DC USA 
 	US Development Finance 	  
	 Corporation
	 Washington, DC USA
 	University of Fort Hare 
	 East London, Eastern Cape South  
	 Africa
 	University of KwaZulu Natal
	 Durban, KwaZulu Natal
 	University of Baltimore 
	 Baltimore, Maryland USA
 	University of Lagos 
	 Lagos, Nigeria
 	University of MD College Park 

ABOUT US AFRICA COLLABORATIVE
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The US Africa Collaborative, Inc. was incorporated in December 2021 in the State of Maryland. The 
organization is tax exempt under the US Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)3 and is governed 
by an international Board of Directors and a set of bylaws which govern its actions.  For more 
information contact us at 443-326-6713 or elizabeth@usafricacollaborative.org.   
 
Stay connected with us at www.usafricacollaborative.org.

US AFRICA COLLABORATIVE, INC.  

Odette Anderson
Director of Legal Services
KwaZulu Natal Department of Human Settlements
Durban, KZN, South Africa

Dr. David Abrahams
Associate Professor & Former Department 
Chair, Dept. of Management, Marketing & Public 
Administration, Bowie State University  
Bowie, Maryland USA

Brendan Boyce
University of Fort Hare 
East London, Eastern Cape, SA

Maria Day-Marshall, Esq.,
Director, Colvin Institute of Real Estate 
Development School of Architecture Planning & 
Preservation, University of Maryland  
College Park, MD, USA

Elizabeth Glenn
Chair, US Africa Collaborative, Inc.
President, Bethel Empowerment Wellness Center
Baltimore, MD, USA 
 
Irma Gorham
CEO, Housing Authority, Paterson NJ
Paterson, New Jersey, USA

Anthea Houston
CEO, Communicare, Inc. President, National 
Association of Social Housing Organizations 
Cape Town, South Africa

Ramsey Jay
CEO, San Paulo Housing Authority  
San Paulo, California, USA

Professor Coleman Jordan
School of Architecture & Planning 
Morgan State University 
Baltimore, Maryland USA

Dr. Ernest Nene Khalema
Dean & Head of School, Built Environment & 
Development Studies University of KwaZulu Natal  
Durban, South Africa

Dr. Sijekula Mbanga
Chair, Sustainable Human Settlements 
Department of Human Settlements  
Nelson Mandela University 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa

GOVERNING BOARD 
The US Africa Collaborative, Inc. was 
incorporated in December 2021 in the State of 
Maryland. The organization is tax-exempt under 
the US Internal Revenue Code Section 501(C)3 
and is governed by an international Board of 
Directors and a set of bylaws that govern its 
actions.  

The members of the Board of Directors are as 
follows.

Professor Motebang Lawrence Ramashamole
Housing Association of East London University of 
Fort Hare  
East London, South Africa
 
Stacy Spann
Head, Housing Access and Affordability Wells 
Fargo Foundation Adjunct Professor, University 
of Maryland College Park- School of Architecture 
Planning & Preservation  
Montgomery County, Maryland USA

Dr. Brian Wasserman
Department Chair, Construction Management 
Minnesota State University – Mankato  
Mankato, Minnesota USA

Regina Mitchell
CEO, York Housing Authority
York, Pennsylvania, USA

Ramsey Jay
CEO, San Paulo Housing Authority
San Paulo, California, USA

OUR VISION
We formed the US Africa Collaborative because we believe affordable housing is a serious problem and considerable 
challenge, especially for low-income households, throughout the African Diaspora. We aim to build resilient communities 
by fostering a cohesive network of professionals to impact policy discussion and lead test projects to address the 
challenge of homelessness, and inadequate housing supply. We also believe that the professionalization of the housing 
and human settlements sectors is an important imperative to achieving sustainable communities for all our global 
citizens today and tomorrow.


